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THE READING TABLE 
Essays of Today : Formal and Informal. By 
Rose Adelaide Witham. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company. 1931. Pp._ 398. 
Beginning with "The Ego in the Essay, in 
praise of personality and good-fellowship—which 
is the Alpha, let us say—and ending with Carl 
Van Doren's "A Note on the Essay," in praise 
of both matter and manner—the Omega—the 
editor of this collection has assembled forty-five 
modern essays admirably adapted to the tastes 
of young people. A dozen of them, more serious 
and thoughtful in character, deal with contro- 
versial subjects or offer critical reviews of books. 
Not only will these essays please and entertain; 
they will stimulate young writers as well. Ap- 
pended are also a dozen student essays; these 
will beckon the student to dip his own pen for 
a try. 
Here, for the first time, I believe, is reprinted 
Barrie's noble tribute to George Meredith.—But 
the editor's uniform good taste lies not only in 
choice of essays and essayists; editorial comment 
and study-helps are both sprightly and wise. 
C. ff. L. 
Orthography: Word Analysis, Phonics, Dic- 
tionary Study. By Elmer W. Cavins. New 
Edition. Taylorville, Illinois: Parker Pub- 
lishing Co. 1928. Pp. 191. 
Abundant exercises are offered in word analy- 
sis, though the presentation is entirely formal. 
There is no discrimination between words which 
will be encountered daily through life and those 
one meets but once in a blue moon. The same 
defect is evident in the pronunciation lists. The 
work in phonics centers around the vowel sounds. 
The section on dictionary study is probably the 
most usable part of the book. The table of 
contents appears at the back of the book under 
the title "General Index." C. T. L. 
The World at Work, By Wallace W. Atwood. 
Boston: Ginn and Company. 1931. Pp. 344. 
$1.60. 
Although written to link with the Atwood- 
Thomas series for elementary grades, this text 
could be used in any school studying geography 
of occupations. The oldest and simplest occupa- 
tions are discussed in the first two-thirds of text; 
then more highly developed undertakings are con- 
sidered. 
Occupational studies should contribute to r the 
objective of vocational guidance. A world view- 
point and stress on interdependence of nations 
should build toward world citizenship. The prin- 
ciples presented are all suited to the seventh 
grade. The text is written to cause pupils to 
observe and think; it also provides guidance for 
using maps, pictures, and diagrams so that pupils 
won't depend too exclusively on the paragraphs 
read. 
It is a joy to read such a book giving modern 
geographic material in seventh-grade vocabulary 
and having an organization which gets away from 
typical political units. R. M. H. 
Simplified Home Geography Activities Book. 
By DeForest Stull and Erwin J. Raisz. Chi- 
cago: A. J. Nystrom & Co. 1931. Pp. 120. 
50 cents. 
This is an attractive and fascinating book pre- 
pared for the third and fourth grades. In study- 
ing about the essential needs of man and the im- 
portant occupations, the text is planned so the 
child should develop observation regarding ma- 
terials in the home community and the different 
seasons of the year. Following this plan should 
give the basis for a scientific attitude. The di- 
rected picture study and the use of well-chosen 
children's poems for each month of the school 
year add to the attractiveness of the book. 
^ R. M. H. 
In the Days of Young Washington. By Nancy 
Byrd Turner. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany. 1931. Pp. 242. 92 cents. 
A story for children about other children which 
gives a vivid picture of Virginia in Washington's 
day—a book worthy of a place in any child's 
library. L- C. 
Stories About George Washington. By Frances 
Jenkins Olcott. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company. 1922. Reprint for Bicentennial. Pp. 
60. 25 cents. 
This booklet is of particular interest for gram- 
mar-grade children because it is organized around 
incidents and written in conversational style. The 
variety of both stories and poems makes it ex- 
cellent reference material for unit work. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 
Arithmetic for Today. By Robert F. Anderson 
and George N. Cade. New York; Silver, Bur- 
dett and Company. 1931. Book One. Pp. 313. 
72 cents. Book Two. Pp. 314. 72 cents. Book 
Three. Pp. 346. 72 cents. 
The Effective Use of Curriculum Materials. 
By Florence Stratemeyer. New York: Bureau 
of Publications: Teachers College, Columbia 
University. 1931. Pp. 161. $1.75. 
Betty June and Her Friends. By Lena B. El- 
lingwood. New York: American Book Com- 
pany. 1929. Pp. 96. 
Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice. Edited by 
Pauline W. Leonard. Boston: D. C. Heath & 
Company. 1931. Pp. 118. 80 cents. 
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. Edited by Max 
J. Herzberg. Boston: D. C. Heath and Com- 
pany. 1928. Pp. 174. 80 cents. 
Types of Poetry. Edited by Howard Judson 
Hall. Revised and abridged by Robert Moore. 
Boston; Ginn and Company. 1931. Pp. 542. 
Education and the Philosophy of Experiment- 
alism. By John L. Childs. New York: The 
Century Co. 1931. Pp. 264. $2.00. 
Some Biting Remarks. By Happy Goldsmith. 
New York: A. S. Barnes and Company. 1931. 
PP- 43- _ Fact and Story Readers. Primer. By Henry 
Suzzalo, George E. Freeland, Katherine Mc- 
Laughlin, and Ada M. Skinner. New York; 
American Book Company. 1930. Pp. 144. 
Boys and Girls at School. By Margaret L. 
White and Alice Hanthorn. New York; Amer- 
ican Book Company. 1930. Pp. 56. 
Child Health. By Mrs. Norma Selbert. Phil- 
adelphia; W. B. Saunders Company. 1931. Pp. 
261. $1.60. 
